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Contributors 

 
Professor James Allan, a Canadian by birth, was educated at W.A. Porter Collegiate, 

Scarborough, Ontario, and at the Queen’s University, Kingston, Ontario, the London School of 

Economics and Political Science, and the University of Hong Kong. After working at the Bar in 

Toronto and in London, he has since taught in New Zealand, Hong Kong, Canada and the 

United States before appointment as Garrick Professor of Law at the University of Queensland 

in 2004. 

 

The Honourable Dr John Bannon, AO, was a member of the House of Assembly in South 

Australia from 1977 to 1993. During this period he was Leader of the Labor Party from 1979 

until 1992 (Leader of the Opposition, 1979-1982; Premier and Treasurer, 1982-1992). Master of 

St Mark’s College, University of Adelaide, 2000-07, he wrote a biography of Sir John Downer, 

Supreme Federalist (2009). He died late in 2016. 

 

Nicholas Cowdery, AM, QC, BA LLB (Sydney), Hon D Laws (Wollongong), FAAL, was the 

Director of Public Prosecutions for New South Wales from 1994 to 2011. Prior to that he had 

been a public defender in Papua New Guinea (1971-1975) and a Barrister in private practice in 

Sydney (1975-1994), taking silk in 1987. He served as an Associate (Acting) Judge of the District 

Court of NSW for periods in 1988, 1989 and 1990. He was appointed AM in 2003. He was 

inaugural Co-Chair of the Human Rights Institute of the International Bar Association (1995-

2000) and President of the International Association of Prosecutors (1999-2005). He is the 

author of Getting Justice Wrong: Myths, Media and Crime (Allen & Unwin, 2001). Since 2011 he has 

been an Adjunct Professor of Law and a Visiting Professorial Fellow, teaching at the Universities 

of Sydney, of New South Wales and of Wollongong and publishing in the area of criminal justice. 

He is a consultant to international prosecuting agencies for various projects. For 2015 he has 

been Chairman of the Magna Carta Committee of the Rule of Law Institute of Australia. 

 

Professor James Dalziel is Dean of Education at Morling College where he is also Professor of 

Divinity. Previously at the University of Sydney in the Institute for Teaching and Learning, he 

recently edited Learning Design: Conceptualizing a Framework for Teaching and Learning online 

(Routledge, 2016). 

 

Neil Foster, an Associate Professor of Law in Newcastle Law School at the University of 

Newcastle, NSW, Australia holds degrees from the University of New South Wales, the 

Australian College of Theology, Moore College and the University of Newcastle. He teaches and 

researches in the areas of Torts, Workplace Health and Safety Law. Since 2013 he has been teaching a 

new elective course in Law and Religion. A member of the editorial board of the Torts Law Journal, 

he was a co-author of the 6th and 7th editions of the Luntz & Hambly Torts text, sole author of a 

2014 Supplement to that book on Defamation and Wrongful Interference with Goods, and responsible 

for a new chapter in the 10th edition of Fleming’s Law of Torts. He is the author of Workplace Health 

and Safety Law in Australia (LexisNexis Butterworths, 2012), and an e-book published by Matthias 

Media, Pressure Points (2014) dealing with potential clashes between the Christian faith and recent 
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laws. He has published a number of articles on torts and WHS law, and is developing a research 

interest in Law & Religion. He blogs on law and religion issues at 

https://lawandreligionaustralia.wordpress.com. 

 

Mark Fowler is chair of CLEAR International Australia Ltd. He is a Director at Neumann & 

Turnour Lawyers, Brisbane, a member of the Queensland Law Society Human Rights Working 

Group and is currently undertaking doctoral research on religious freedom and tax frameworks. 

 

Julian Leeser was elected to the House of Representatives as member for Berowra at the 

elections of July 2016. He was, for several years, Conference Convenor for The Samuel Griffith 

Society. Educated at Cranbrook, he took degrees in Arts and Law at the University of New South 

Wales. He was an elected Australians for a Constitutional Monarchy delegate to the 1998 

Constitutional Convention and, subsequently, a member of the No Case Committee for the 

Republic referendum. In addition to a year as Associate to Justice Callinan of the High Court of 

Australia, he has been an adviser to the federal Minister for Employment and Workplace 

Relations (the Honourable Tony Abbott, MP) and the federal Attorney-General (the Honourable 

Phillip Ruddock,MP). He was subsequently Executive Director of the Menzies Research Centre; 

he was on the staff of the Australian Catholic University immediately prior to entering the House 

of Representatives. 

 

The Honourable Michael Mischin, MLC, was Attorney-General of Western Australia from 

2012 until 2017. He was educated at Scarborough Senior High School and the University of 

Western Australia. A Senior State Prosecutor prior to election to the Legislative Council in 2008, 

he was very active in parliamentary committees before appointment to the ministry. 

 

John O’Sullivan, CBE, editor of Quadrant, 2015-17, and now international editor, was born in 

Liverpool in 1942 and educated at St Mary’s College, Crosby, and the University of London. He 

has had a range of editorial posts on both sides of the Atlantic. During the late 1980s he was a 

special adviser to the UK Prime Minister, Margaret Thatcher. He presently lives in Budapest 

where he established the Danube Institute. His book, The President, the Pope, and the Prime Minister, 

was published in 2006. 

 

Jane Reynolds is a director of Foundation 1901, an important objective of which is to promote 

knowledge of Sir Henry Parkes. 

 

Senator Scott Ryan, elected to the Senate in 2007, was appointed Special Minister of State in 

2016 and Minister Assisting the Prime Minister for Cabinet in January 2017. Born in Brisbane, 

Queensland, he grew up in Essendon, Victoria. He was educated at St Kevin’s and took a degree 

in Arts at the University of Melbourne. Whilst at university he was President of the Melbourne 

University Liberal Club and a member of the Australian Liberal Students’ Federation. He has 

worked in corporate affairs, as a speech writer and political adviser and, prior to entering the 

Senate in 2008, was a Research Fellow at the Institute of Public Affairs. 

 

https://lawandreligionaustralia.wordpress.com/
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Dr David Tomkins, who lectures in the Law School at the University of Newcastle, New South 

Wales, has degrees in commerce (accounting) and law (Oxon). He has worked for two judges in 

the Compensation Court and Dust Diseases Tribunal in New South Wales. He has worked for 

various research and public policy institutes in Germany, the United States and New Zealand. 

 




